IRUN meeting in Budapest
IRUN Rectors’ and IO Contact Persons’ Meeting was held in at Peter Pazmany Catholic University in Budapest on 20-21 March 2009. It gathered 25 people from the universities belonging to the International Research Universities Network. The participants of the meeting  discussed the IRUN activities: summer university 2009 ‘Construction of identities in the Central European City’ in Budapest (the city as a site of diverse cultural practices); summer university in Siena 2010 on environmental issues (technical, legal, social, political and business perspective);  summer university economics Poitiers 2011 and the 2nd Conference of IRUN Network Female Professors ‘The Situation of Women Professors at European Universities’ and ‘Gender in Health Research’; student exchange, study ‘Monitoring exchange students’, PhD Module on transferable skills and IRUN workshop for IO staff. Radboud University Nijmegen began project in 2007 to monitor the quality of its exchange students, both incoming and outgoing. The results of the project will be presented as a case study in the next EAIE Occasional Paper in Madrid. 

In April 2008 students from the IRUN universities in Budapest, Duisburg-Essen and Siena took part in the 36th edition of the ‘Batavieren Race’, the largest relay race in the world between the campuses of Radboud University Nijmegen and the University of Twente in Enschede and organized by students of both these universities. IRUN partners Duisburg-Essen and Budapest (2 teams) accepted the invitation to send a team to the next edition of the race on April 25, 2009. 
Teams from the IRUN partners in Budapest, Glasgow, Nijmegen and Siena participated in the Radboud international Model United Nations conference (RiMUN) organized in April 2008 at the Campus of  Radboud University by the student organization United Netherlands. From March 22 till 27, 2009 the students from United Netherlands, based in Nijmegen, will organize the Harvard World Model United Nations 2009 in The Hague. Over 2,000 students from 40 countries are expected to participate in this international debating game. All IRUN partners were invited to send a team. The universities of Budapest, Glasgow and Münster have confirmed participation.

The other topics of the meeting included double and joint degrees and European Doctorate, communication strategy, proposition of the IRUN Steering Committee for enlargement of IRUN and the participation of IRUN partners in U-Map, the third phase of the research project Classifying European Institutions of Higher Education (CEIHE III), which aim is to develop the present findings into a useful classification of institution of higher education in Europe.

It was also mentioned that the Pazmany Folk Dance Group participated with an impressive performance in the celebration of Radboud University Nijmegen’s 85th anniversary on May 27, 2008. The group also gave instructions to a Nijmegen students dance group.
As usual, there were also two presentations: ‘Mobility for PhD candidates by Prof. Mary Bownes from the University of Edinburgh and ‘Joint master programme’ by Prof. Friso Wielenga from the University of Münster. 

The IRUN meeting was also an occasion to get to know Peter Pazmany Catholic University. The participants visited its Budapest Campuses: Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, Faculty of Information Technology, Faculty of Theology and the Piliscsaba Campus with its Faculty of Humanities (24 km from Budapest).
Finally, the Second IRUN Symposium on Nanotechnology is going to take place at the Jagiellonian University, Institute of Physics, on 8-9 October 2009.
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