Neuronus IBRO & IRUN Neuroscience Forum

Neuronus IBRO & IRUN Neuroscience Forum is an international and interdisciplinary conference organised annually at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków (Poland) to attract young researchers from diverse sub-disciplines of neuroscience. Most topics cover neurobiology, cognitive and affective neurosciences as well as clinical neurosciences and neurology.
The main outline of the conference consists of keynote lectures given by the acknowledged scientists (invited speakers), followed by parallel symposia dedicated to cognitive and biological aspects of neurosciences, a session with clinical neuroscience presentations as well as numerous poster presentations (all with open abstract submission and a priority given to the presenting authors with pre-doctoral status). Usually, 1-2 lectures per conference edition are given by the IBRO International Alumni.

As the emphasis during the Neuronus Forums is mostly put on the development of young scientists, neuroscientific events are accompanied by sessions on scientific career opportunities or academic writing and reviewing. Annually, few travel grants for pre-doctoral attendees from Central and Eastern European countries are funded.

Since 2008, four editions of two separate events have been yearly organised at the Jagiellonian University. The first one, Students’ Neuroconference, has been organised by the Neuronus Students’ Society and devoted mainly to molecular and biological neuroscience. Support from the International Brain Research Organization (IBRO) is priceless and helps to attract foreign students and guest speakers, mostly from Central and Eastern Europe. The second one, Kraków Workshop on Psychophysiology, spreading knowledge in the field of cognitive neuroscience, has been organised by the Psychophysiology Laboratory of the Jagiellonian University within the framework of the International Research Universities Network (IRUN).
In both cases the focus has been on the activities of the human or animal nervous system. The idea of merging these two conferences in 2012 gave rise to the IBRO & IRUN – featured annual event. The 2012 and the 2013 editions attracted no less than 400 participants from 15 countries.
The success of the conference, apart from our efforts to maintain high scientific quality, stems from the fact that we run it in a non-profit scheme, making it affordable to young scientists from less opulent European countries. We do it out of sheer desire to provide boost for Neuroscience by allowing students and young graduates to have a taste of how research is made at top international labs without having to leave their countries. Consequently, the registration fee is only 25 euros and within this amount we provide lunches and conference materials, hence there is no margin for gain. Moreover, we actively promote young researchers by preferentially assigning them to deliver oral presentations, thus allowing them to confront international audience frequently for the first time.
In 2012, to summarize the presentations given by the conference attendees, a special issue entitled ‘Basic and Applied Electrophysiology’ was published in the International Journal of Psychophysiology.

