IRUN meeting in Siena
On 7-8 May 2010 the IRUN contact persons’ and rectors’ meeting was held at the University of Siena. It was opened by Prof. Silvano Focardi, Rector of the University of Siena. He underlined the importance of the IRUN network, referring to the 3rd IRUN Conference of Female Professors, which took place in Siena on 6-7 May 2010. 
First, the IRUN Communication Group met on May 7 presided by Pim van Zanen. The discussion included the IRUN corporate brochure as a common product of the Communication Group to be distributed to participants in IRUN activities; a model power point presentations on IRUN, downloadable from the IRUN website, targeted at internal marketing (students and staff); a printable, designed newsletter, distributed twice a year via e-mail; e-mail notification for important news at the IRUN website; IRUN Facebook Group (www.facebook.com/irun.eu) and an IRUN Postcard. 

During the IRUN Rectors’ meeting on 8 May the following proposals to enhance the visibility of IRUN were mentioned: planned IRUN Summer University: at Poitiers - Water (2012); 2012 Siena - Environmental economics and 2013 Barcelona - general topic geography and history.
In addition, the following workshops and conferences are planned for PhD candidates and staff in 2010: 
· 2nd IRUN Workshop on Psychophysiology and Biological Psychology organised by the Jagiellonian University and Radboud University Nijmegen in Kraków on May 19-21,
· IRUN Conference Chromatin and Epigenetics: Transcription, chromatin structure and DNA repair in development and differentiation, organised by the Science Support Centre of the University of Duisburg-Essen in Essen from 7-10 July, 

· 3rd IRUN Nanotechnology Symposium organised by the University of Barcelona on 13-15 October.
· IRUN course module on Transferable Skills for PhD candidates organized by the Universities of Nijmegen and Duisburg-Essen on 19-20 October,
· IRUN Symposium on Urban Systems: Healthy and Liveable Cities: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, a two-day workshop organised by the University of Duisburg-Essen in Essen on 4-5 November. 

Frans Janssen from Radboud University Nijmegen spoke about the IRUN Excellence Programme and its relation to the Radboud Honours Programme. Excellent IRUN students will get the opportunity to sign in for a course module in an international student group. The whole programme lasts one or two semesters. Course modules are preferably developed by a group of teachers of two or more IRUN partners. Radboud University will start with interdisciplinary course modules equivalent to ca. 140 hours (or 15 EC). The topics can be: global warming, financial crisis and religion in society. The course modules will consist of a preparation period, lecture period when all students come together for about a week in small groups. During this period all groups get an assignment which they will jointly work out, keeping in touch by modern communication tools (the Internet, video-conferencing, etc.). The course modules will conclude with a common product: a report, preferably jointly presented at a conference.
RU will not grant credits for participation in such a programme, but other partners are free to do so. The participation can be made visible in the Diploma Supplement or HEAR. Also other models and disciplinary courses could be eligible for the  IRUN Excellence Programme. 
IRUN Circle of Professors might be a good instrument to promote IRUN within the partner universities. At the University of Glasgow the system of ‘champions’ in different fields (e.g. gender, Middle East) works well. These professors can influence students and colleagues more directly than International Relations staffs.
In the afternoon there was a presentation entitled ‘Implications of research data as a management tool’ given by Prof. Jorg Becker, Vice-Rector for Strategic Planning at the University of Münster, Germany’s fifth-largest university. He mentioned the data processing conditions (consent, contract, legal obligation and legitimate interests), processing principles (transparency, legitimate purpose and proportionality). 
All participants of the meeting could also visit three campuses of the University of Siena located in the city centre. They visited the following Faculties of Economics, Law, Political Sciences, Arts and Humanities and Engineering. 

The Pázmámy Péter Cathholic University invited all IRUN members to collaborate in their archaeological project in Syria, which can embrace historians, archaeologists, restorers of frescos, etc.

The next IRUN meeting is going to take place at the University in Barcelona in 2011.
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