IRUN meeting in Barcelona
The University of Barcelona hosted IRUN Rectors’ meeting on 29 March 2008. The IRUN members are made up of the Jagiellonian University, Pázmány Péter Catholic University in Budapest, Radboud University Nijmegen, the University of Barcelona, the University of Duisburg-Essen, the University of Glasgow, the University of Münster, the University of Poitiers and the University of Siena. The representatives of the IRUN International Offices also had their own meeting. Both meetings were devoted to working out common IRUN activities, strategies and rules. The activities planned for 2008 include the Task Force Double and Joint Degrees/European Doctorate meeting in Siena on 13 June; the IRUN Summer University 2008 ‘Europe and Its Territories’ to be held at the University of Poitiers on 21-30 August; the IRUN Summer Workshop for Staff at the University of Duisburg-Essen, June 2-3; the Symposium on Nanotechnology in Münster on 25-26 September.
The following activities were proposed for 2009: IRUN Summer University in Budapest ‘Construction of identities in the Central European city’, IRUN Women conference in Münster and possible IRUN conferences/symposia on European Law, Medicine and Life Sciences. 
During the meeting in Barcelona the discussions concerned the mobility of students and staff between IRUN partners, internationalization strategy, a better adjustment of the programmes offered at partner universities, joint programmes, the IRUN communication strategy as well as strategic themes.
It seems that the first strategic theme is classification/ranking of European universities since the IRUN members were asked to take part in the project ‘Classifying European Institutions of Higher Education (CEIHE). At the meeting in Barcelona there was a very interesting presentation entitled For Your Ranking only? on the so-called bibliometrical principle used in rankings, given by Prof. Anthony F.J. van Raan form the Centre for Science and Technology Studies of Leiden University. The crown indicator of this type of ranking is citations and publications (Shainghai Jiao Tong University ranking is 60% bibliometrical.). It is estimated that each year ca. 1,000,000 publications in journals are added to the scientific archive of our planet. Another important ranking approach is the use of peer reviews (Times Higher Education Supplement ranking is 20% bibliometrical). However, other important indicators for quality, e.g. the level of teaching, research training, knowledge transfer or technological innovation, are not included. Although there are many methodological problems in bibliometrical analyses this type of ranking works very well for specific fields of science, such as natural sciences and medicine, but less well for humanities, social sciences, or economics. The consequent use of the bibliometrical methodology has led to the conclusions: international collaboration has proven to be a very important factor in reinforcing a university's impact (the importance of international networks); strong universities are strong in most fields; it is important to make a time dependent analysis and city and region give universities new opportunities (and vice versa).

The IRUN members were encouraged to participate in the Second Conference of the EU-funded Project CEIHE, entitled ‘Transparency in Diversity – Towards a Classification of European Higher Education Institutions’, to be held in Berlin on 10-11 July 2008 and organised by the Center for Higher Education Policy Studies (Frans van Vught, CEIHE II project leader) and the German Rectors’ Conference. 
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